
Back Chat - Your Chance to get even/I 

So you made it to the back page, and probably consider that you have done 
your bit. Are you going to come to all the events and activities that are on of­
fer? Are you going to complete the application form and join CAMRA? Realisti­
cally the probability is that you wont, and if you are already a member you will 
attend the odd meeting and keep quiet. You probably will attend the Beerex, 
and leave full of fine ales and intentions. The good news is that most people are 
like you, you are not alone. The not so good news is that other people are tak­
ing advantage of this They are attending functions and meetings, networking 
with like minded souls and planning your future . And, because we are demo­
cratic, all this is done in your interest. Much was made recently of the low 
tum out in local elections and yet about thirty to fifty percent of voters made 
the effort. At the AGM in May less than ten percent turned out. You don't need 
a degree in astrophysics to work out that six percent of the branch member­
ship is ufficient to vote through a change that potentially the remainder of the 
branch don't want. So JOIN UP, TURN UP and DRINK UP. That way you can 
make your views known. 

JOIN CAMRA TODAY 

Fill in the form and send ·it with a cheque (payable to CAMRA Ltd.) 
to: 
Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans HERTS 
AL14LW. 

Rates: Single £14 Joint £17 

Name(s) ................................................ ................ . 

Address ............................................................................................ . 

, ... ......... . ............................................ . . Postcode ...................... . 
;I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its 
rules. 
Signature .................................................. . 

1Date ......................................................... . 
! 
' Salisbury and South Wilts Branch BOSummer 98 
i Barrel Organ 
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Branch elects new Chairman 
Why on earth would anyone volunteer to be Chairman of the local branch of 
CAMRA? Well I'll tell you .... because it's easier than being Secretary. I was 
thrown in at the deep end last year when the branch found itself without a Sec­
retary and as no-one seemed to want the job I was persuaded to take it on. 
Now, six months on, the problem is - how do you get out of it? No-one wanted 
the job in the first place and that is not going to change while there is some fool 
already doing it so the only way to get yourself out is to offer yourself for an­
other post and, you've guessed, with a vacancy for Chairman this was my escape 
route. 

I have a hard act to follow as I replace Pete Wood who has been Branch Chair­
man for the last twenty years (you get less for murder) "Thank-you Pete for 
moulding one of the best small branches of CAMR.J-\ in the country". Pete 
knows all there is to know about things CAMRA and I have a lot to learn. The 
good thing about this is that the Branch's calendar will no doubt be looking up 
as Pete throws himself into his new role as Social Secretary!! 

My aim is to raise the profile of CAMR.J-\ in and around Salisbury, to attract 
more new members and ensure we all enjoy our hobby. You may feel that 
CAMR.J\ has lost its raison d'etre in that there is an abundance of real ale every­
where, but let's take a look at that real ale. Since our local brewer Gibbs Mew 
ceased brewing last year their beers have been contracted out to other breweries. 
The quality has suffered and, no doubt, so have the sales. Personally I believe 
that their Salisbury bitter was some of the best beer to come out of the brewery 
just before it closed and I have not tasted such beer since. Now that they are 

(Continued on page 3) 

Pub regularly selling short measures?- Contact Wiltshire Trading Standards 50 Bedwin St Salisbury 
(01722) 328367 
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For your information : 

At present, Barrel Organ is published Quarterly, entirely by unpaid volunteers. It is 
distributed free to over 70 pubs, clubs and other institutions in the area. If you wish 
to receive copies, or to place advertisements, contact the editor. (A small charge may 
be made for postal deliveries). 

We would love to have articles, news, comments, puzzle entries, 
etc., from you. • Please send to : 

Ediior: Steve Korbey 
113 Wilton Rd Tel 01722 500680 
Salisbury 
SP2 7HY e-mail korbey@msn.com 

• The editor reserves the right to to edit all contributions 

For other CAMRA business : 
Branch Contact is 

Mike Bird 
01722 333839 

CAMRA:,s 
Aims 

We aim to 

1'81 maintain consumer rights 

frii1 promote quality, choice 
~ and value for money 

1ca1 support the public house 

frii1 and campaign for greater 
~ appreciation of traditional 

beers, ciders and perries 

We welcome new members! Why not join? 

CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, ALI 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 Fax: 01727 867670 
E-ma il: camra@camra.org.uk 

--------------· 
Why isn't your 

name HERE? 
Advertise in Barrel Or­

gan, get your name 
known and support 

CAMRA. 

Contact Steve Korbey 
01722 500680 

1/4 page £10, 1/2 page £18, 
full page £35 per edition. Back 

cover £70 

Discount for booking more 
than one edition at a time . 

.. _ -------------

M 

~ ~ 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, CAMRA or Salisbury & 
South Wiltshire Branch ofCAMRA. © Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch 3/98. 

Annual General Meeting 61h May 

The meeting, held at Cloisters, resulted in the election of the following 
members to the committee: 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Press/Publicity 
Pub Preservation 
Social Secretary 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Ian Turner 
Mike Bird 
Richard Godwin 
Pauline Godwin 
Steve Korbey 
Mike Woolf 
Pete Wood 
Hilary Bird 
Jim Battensby 

I will be approaching members of the committee in the near fuhtr~ to 
ask each of them to contribute a short article for the Barrel Organ as a 
way of us all getting to know them a little better. Reticent committee 
members should note that in the absence of their contribution the editor 
might resort to total fabrication. If this happens neither CAMRA nor 
anyone but the editor will be responsible. 
Richard Godwin is looking forward to the assistance of Andrew Hes­
keth with the accounts. Many thanks for volunteering Andrew! 
We look forward to serving the cause to the best of our ability 
throughout the year. 
As I am responsible for the press and publicity for the branch at present 
I would like to remind you all to keep me informed as soon as possible 
about any events in the local area, or further afield that may be of 
interest. 
See page 2 for a contact number and e-mail address. 
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(Continued from page 17) 

their product, except in one way. I like beer that tastes good, is properly 
served and hits my taste buds as the brewer intended. 
I believe the Barrel Organ gives all of you interested in the important 
things in life a chance to share ideas and suggestions and I welcome 
your contributions. 
A lot is happening at this time of year and the call of the family holiday 
is strong. A letter to the Barrel Organ telling of your treasured mo­
ments in bars and pubs is always welcome, especially by an overworked 
editor. Humour is apreciated, but not mandatory. 
Salisbury has a thriving local branch, and our new Social Secretary is 
working flat out to bring new and old ideas for a day or evening out to 
you, so support the events, support the branch, and have a really great 
summer. See you there. • 

THE BULL IN FISHERTON STREET 
IS AT IT AGAIN! 

$ . 
< 

TRY THE 
AARDVARK JUGGLE 

~ . 
; ,f . 

ON SATURDAY NIGHTS FROM 7.00 
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BUY A 4 PINT JUG OF BITTER OR LAGER AND ONLY PAY FOR 3. 

TRY DRINKING IT ON OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DRINKING PATIO. 

THIS IS A CAMRAA PROMOTION. 
(THE CAMPAIGN FOR REAL AARDVARKS). 

(Conrinuedfro111 page I) 

owned by Enterprise Inns their tied houses are free to buy beers from the national 
brewers such as Courage and Bass. But why should they want to buy beers like 
Theakston XB (didn't you know it is now owned by Courage) or Courage Best? 
Because they are cheap is the answer. The 1;1ational brewers don't brew beer to 
please the palate but more to please the pocket - not yours but theirs, the distribu­
tors and of course the licensee. If he can buy beer for £40 less per barrel he will 
and you will lose the chance to quaff quality beers from independent breweries. 
The decline of the country pub is an issue close to all our hearts and in recent 
times this Branch alone has seen the demise of some excellent rural houses. We 
believe that the village pub plays a vital role in the community and will continue 
to support those in our area. As one of the issues CAMRA members care about 
we will go on campaigning to prevent unnecessary closures. CAMRA fights for 
consumer rights - your right to drink quality ales from independent breweries -
your right to drink a full pint of beer - your right to pay a fair rate of excise duty 

Puroce Leopold 
~ 

In the Restaurant, in the Bar 
or by the River in our Garden, 

you can relax in our warm atmosphere. 
....__. 

We offer an extensive menu using only 
selected fresh food. 

Real Ale and Good Wine. 
We constantly strive to maintain 

our reputation. 
En-suite Accommodation available 

....__. 

The Prince Leopold 
Upton Lovell 

Tel: 01985 850460 

You can help in this fight 
by joining us and taking 
part in all the activities we 
organise which include 
brewery trips, cycle rides to 
some of South Wiltshire's 
best pubs, beer festivals and 
much more. 

And finally, to those of you 
who are reading this at 
Beerex I should like to of­
fer you a warm and sincere 
welcome to Salisbury's 21" 
annual festival and hope 
that you have a stonkin' 
good time. Don't forget 
that if you are not already a 
CAMRA I'vlember you can 
pick up a leaflet and join 
TODAY (at a discount). 
Ian Turner 
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From our Roving Reporter 
A report in from Hilary Bird, recently elected committee member. Her activities within 
CAMRA had been noted by the powers that be, and she was subsequently sent abroad 
in the service of Her Majesty. While embroiled in her operation her mind turned to 
beer. ( Now that's what I call dedicated) and this is what she wrote: 

Guinness in Dublin 
So what, you say, why not Guinness in Park Royal? But this is Dublin California and 
after several trips to the USA looking for the famed beer revolution I finally found it. 
On arrival in Pleasanton, about fifteen miles East of San Francisco we heard that there 
were two multi ale bars an easy drive from the hotel. They were both about fifteen 

. minutes walk away, but in opposite directions so a pub crawl was out. The one in 
Pleasanton, called the Hop Garden, or something like that was mainly a food place but 
had about fifty beers chalked around the walls. Every imaginable beer style was there, 
stouts, milds, German white beer, German smoked beer, Czech Pilsner etc,etc .. We 
tried a ·selection, smoked beer, red mountain beer and a black beer, all were palatable 
and slipped down quickly. 
As they are kegged there is no problem stocking such a large range and people had 
travelled miles to visit, so turnover is good. My favourite here was the smoked beer 
which had a taste of well smoked bacon and would have gone well with a decent 
cheese, another delicacy hard to find in the US. continued on page 
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The Village Freehouse 
Wilton Rd - Salisbury 

(01722) 329707 
A Se/ectio11 of Quality Cask Ales from Local 

Brewers i11c/udillg 

II 

Abbey Ales Bellringer Oakhill Best 
Oakhill Mendip Gold Adnams Oyster Stout 

Guest Real Ales 

FREE THE VILLAGE HOUSE 

Real Sausages 
Pork, Kangaroo, Chicken, Herb, 
Dorset Scrumpy and others from 
The Sausage Station. 

A Friendly Welcome Awaits You 
Sunday Night is Quiz Night 

N~ Downstairs at 
\l;)i<::ii~~ The Village 

Jugs of Ale 
straight from the Cask 

Darts Board 
Room to Ilire 

Good Beer 

1~-------------~ 
Good Atmosphere 

~I, 
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lENGJLK§H AJLlE§ 

§COTTK§H MlEA§URlE§ 

KRK§H CRAKC 

AU at the 

DEACON'S ALMS 

fli§HlERTON §TRlElET 

PL.U<z> •p.. Wf\12-M W£.U:.OM£. F\2-0M Fiz.ANI(, ANNI£. ('.ND <z>TP..ff 

WeJ ve,; Ulv thet Good,; 13eev Gu£d0 

f,. • -..,,,\ During the next few issues I will try and per-

focu40 n ) suade the committee members_ to _introduce 
;,~, , themselves to our readers. This time you get 

'-.. two for the price of one, with our illustrious 
The New ,., chairma~ and myself. Let us see what the au-

Committee tumn bnngs. 

As newly elected press and publicity officer for your local branch I 
feel that I should introduce myself. Hello, I'm Steve and I have lived 
in Salisbury for about eleven years, working in Spinal Injuries. 
Although I am a relatively new member of CAMRA I have sup-

ported the campaign aims for many years, and am old enough to re­
member the keg threat to our beer. I have lived in many different 
pa1is of the country and consumed enough beer to keep even Gordon 
Brown happy. 
1 do not pretend to be a brewer or publican or even an expert on 

(Conlinued on page 18) 
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WIG and QUILL 
NEW STREET SALISBURY 

A warm welcome from Gordon and his staff I 

BEER GARDEN I 

ALES FROM THE WOOD I 

GUE.ST ALES I 
/111 e~t ~ D6 ~-µtted 'teal, aie4 

A Mild May 
It may have been unseasonably warm but this is not about the weather. May is the 
month chosen by CAMRA for a nationwide promotion of one of Britain' s traditional 
ale styles, mild. This promotion is supported by many breweries, wholesalers and •pub­
licans all over the country. 
Many people think that milds are dark and weak, although a large number are, this is 
not necessarily the case with the name just meaning that the beer is mildly hopped . 
Taylor' s Golden Best (recently featured at Salisbury Winterfest) is a good example of a 
light mild andSarah Hughes Original Dark Ruby Mild (best strong beer at Salisbury 
Beerex) is a classic example of a strong mild. 
Although mild is widely available and a good seller in some regions such as the North­
West, West Midlands and East Anglia it is rarely seen in the pubs of Salisbury. How­
ever during May at least two of our local freehouses have offered a variety of milds. At 
the Blackbird I have sampled Bateman' s Dark Mild and Crouch Vale Dark but missed 
the light mild from Moor Brewery as it sold out too quickly! At the Village I imbibed 
Bateman' s (again), Everard ' s Old Bill's Mild andCoach House Gunpowder Strong 
Mild. All these milds were excellent and have proved extremely popular. 
The next time you see a mild on a pub bar why not try some? It is not only an impor­
tant part of our brewing heritage but can be a full flavoured and pleasant drink. 
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Ray - Julie - Kevin - A Warm Welcome Always 

JfO§SJ-f'E.Jt1J 
GOOD ALES GOOD 

Wilton Road FOOD 
Salisbury 

WADWORTH 7 Days a 

6X Tel(01722)500955 week 

'ENJOY 51:NE 
Bookings 

BREW XI Taken 
BASS WINES 

continued from page 4 

The other bar we heard about was in Dublin and called Lyons Brewery. It was a large 
room with several pool tables, big wooden tables with bench seats and ricketty old din­
ing chairs as well as a raised area for a band. This place had atmosphere as well as 
beer. Instead of being served in jugs your had to go over to the bar andsurvey the long 
row of pumps on the back wall. Again all the beer styles were there and we made our 
way through several different bitters and red beers. Once more all of the beers were 
kegged and served on electric pumps, with miniature hand pumps as the tap. There 
was one real pump, used for Real Ales that they sometimes sell, with a warning of the 
effects Real Ale can have on your insides if you are not used to it. They had sold vari­
ous American real ales, and guest ales from 'England' such as Ffelinfoel(! !) 
My verdict: America has a long way to go to match our beer, but they are making 
strides in the right direction. It is great to have such a selection to choose from, and 
they probably reflect the the strong ancestral ties Americans are so proud of. I find all 
the beers have an underlying american flavour which could be the hops or malt. But 
when it 's that or a choice of Bud, Bud light, Bud ice ,Molsen .. ... etc ... etc .. then there 
reall y is no choice. 
Pride of place was taken by two fonts, selling,,Guinness and Harp lager. So you can get 
Guinness in Dublin. Hilary Bird 
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BUCKING THE TREND IN ENFORD 

Black Horse 
Poplar Inn 
Red Lion 
Wheatsheaf 

Teffont 
Fovant 

West Dean 
Figheldean 

Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
- and all the others 

that have gone 

Villagers in Enford, North of Amesbury, have reversed a • 
national and regional trend, in managing to keep their village "local" 
open. The Swan, a traditional pub with thatch and oak beams, and a 
unique pub sign, was put on the market by its owners, and it was 
feared that it would follow the fate of the Wheatsheaf. The same people 
had owned the Wheatsheaf in neighbouring Figheldean. Despite a 
vigorous fight by Figheldean's villagers, with support from CAMRA, the 
Wheatsheaf was closed recently, sold off and is now a dwelling. 

Enford people joined forces with Stig Anderson of Bunces 
Brewery to purchase the Swan from the outgoing owners. The co­
operative group have formed a Company, holding the deeds to the pub, 
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The Cuckoo Inn at Hamptworth is a 
warm, friendly and traditional pub 

run by the Proudley family. 

Situated just to the north of the New 
Forest boudary accessible from the 

A36 at Landford. 

It is well known for providing a good 
selection of beers, i.ei Hop back, Pots etc .. , all served straight from the 

barrel. The Cuckoo also serves excellent food and snacks. 

Children and dogs are welcome and can be accommodated within the 
enclosed gardenthat surrounds this pleasant English pub. 

Private garden with barbecue and Petanque terrains available 
by arrangement. 

Large and small private func,tions can be catered for at your choice of 
venue. 

Hamptworth, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2DU 

O,a11~A 0/a,y 
Wednesday 10th June 
Centre 

Open Branch meeting 8pm Salisbury Arts 

Thursday 11th June Stig owner and brewer extraordinaire 
from Bunces will be at the BEEREX receiving awards for Rudolph. 2nd 
overall at the Winterfest and also first in the Seasonal entries. 

fhurs Fri Sat 11th 12th 13th June Salisburys world famous 
Beerex. Don't miss the celebrations. 21 years of committed drinking!! 

Wednesday 17th June 
19:30 

Tisbury Brewery trip. Trains at 19:01 and 

Sunday 28th June East Dorset CAMRA at the Bull at Down-
ton 12 MD for Sunday Lunch social 

Sat 18th July Berbecue and Petanque at the Cuckoo at 
Hamptworth £3.00 per body. Bus to be arranged departing 18:30 hrs 

Sunday 12th July Pork Pie Cup and Shield Chaffyn Grove 
School (Afternoon) 
Saturday 8th August Great British Beer Festival. meet Salis-
bury Railway Station 09 00 hrs 

. OTHER FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 

Wadworth Brewery Trip 
Portsmouth Beer Festival 
Skittles eve~ing 

Date to be arranged 
Date to be notified (August) 
Swan at Staford Date to be announced 

For further information, as well as updating and booking 
please contact Pete (Social Secretary) on Salisbury 501481 

Pete is also keen to here of any other activities planned lo­
cally 

15 
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~OMFETITION TIME 

Prize: Great British Beer Festival Tickets 
Using the initials CAMRA make up a witty sentence that 

involves 
a)beer b) no risk of prosecution if we publish it!! 

Entries to the Editor by July 17th. Please in­
clude name address and telephone number. 

Rules: 1) EDITORS DECISION IS FINAL •• 
2) ANY ENTRY MAY BE PUBLISHED 

Example Courage and mildness rules apathy. 

.J _j" 

t;;·~11~1r flfi°i' 
-.:;, ,.· '1l, • ~ 1~-: 
t 1,- • 1wi.,.\·nv i';t Hl' 
_I ~ • . f - i,'/!" -~~}fit 

The l)ovc I nu 

Serving traditional ales and guest beers. 
Wines, bottled beers and spirits. 

Full menu available. 

Live entertainment on occasion. 

Children welcome. 

Ample parking and large beer garden. 

Corton, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 0SZ 
Tel: 01985 850109 Fax: 01985 851041 

and have since leased it out to tenants. The new tenants, Bob and 
Phyl, look set to making a successful job of keeping this valuable 
amenity profitable, supplying excellent Bunces beers and other chang­
ing guest ales. 

When pubs are sold, they must, by law, be sold as a pub, i.e. 
licensed premises. The only way round this is to make planning 
application to the local council for "change of use", prior to the sale. 

All of the closed pubs mentioned in the list above have made 
such applicafions. It is more profitable to sell a country pub as a 
dwelling rather than as a going concern these days! I accept that the 
owners are in business, and are fully justified in trying to maximise 
any (legal) profits they may make, but to remove such an amenity, to 
take the heart out of a village, is a quick way to kill that village off. 

The reason that all these pubs put forward for their reason for 
wanting change in their applications? - Not viable . This to me, means 
that, no matter how much they tried, (in some cases, not at all!) they 
have proved themselves not capable of running the right sort of venture 
in this most demanding of occupations. It is NOT the pub that isn't 
viable - but the landlords. Sorry to some of them for bringing an 
unpleasant fact to their attention, but examples abound where success-

(Continued on page 8) 

Marion and Chris Pitcher 
welcome you to 

,I q1ie g,efican. ~ ~ 
:::_.-::: f ,~ ..;;;:_; 

~--~ . ..:-~-~-~3- -

J?)\' > 

~~~JJ~i!J!;ti~ --~--~-

,('>.,,_ . . 

ST APLEPORD, SALISBURY 
Telephone: 01722 790241 

Home-cooked foods 
*** 

Traditional Real 
Ales 
*** 

Large garden 
good childrens play 

area 
>:C** 

Families welcome 
Special chilclrens 

menu 
*** 

Old.friendly, comfortable pub with warming inglenook and staff 
Excellent value for money. Special offers on pitcher of ale 
Otter and Ringwood Ales served regularly+ weekly guests 
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Bedwin Street 
Salisbury 

01722 327782 

,REAL ALES BEER GARDEN B & B 
POPULAR LUNCHTIME FOOD 

JAZZ 1st SUNDAY EVERY MONTH 

All reasons to visit 
The Royal George 

the friendly 'Country Pub ' in the City. 

Pool. I>arts Cri.b 

(Continued from page 7) 
ful people have taken over a moribund business, and brought it to life. Look at 
the Blackbird - once a no-hope back street boozer, now one of Salisbury's best 
real ale outlets - due to the enterprise of Joe Leonard and family. Look at the 
Dog at Chilmark, where an entrepreneurial attitude is improving profits daily -
not far from either Fovant or Teffontl Look at the Mill Arms at Dunbridge ( - in 
virtually the same situation as the Red Lion at West Dea.n, A sma.11 village with 
a railway station a.nd little else), - frequently packed. And, of c 
ourse, look at the Wyndham Arms - I'm sure John Gilbert did not envisage 
where he would end up today! 

So let's hear less of this nonsense of not making a profit because of the 
location. I appreciate times have been hard in the trade, and could yet be even 
harder, with the government failing to cut duty on beer, and intending to 
introduce lower drink/ drive limits, but there are still people around who want 
to buy into the trade, and if the pubs have failed to sell as pubs, it just 
underlines my point - they haven't tried hard enough to SELL. No, 1 don't 
possess a magic wand or have all the answers. Diversification, specialization, 
partnerships, any of these may lead to the landlord's crock of gold .. Darts or 
dinner, sports or music, conversation or cards, may attract some punters in, 
but at the end of the day, cracking good beer and efficient, welcoming 
service must surely be the major way to get people going back into pubs. 

Richard Godwin 
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BLACKBIRD INN 
CHURCHFIELDS 

01722 502828 

We re ./n 

rz'lie y'ootf (/Jeer yuide! 
~ 

DON'T FORGET! 

"THE DEATH OF PUFFING BILLY" BEER FESTIVAL 

10th, 11th, 12th July 1998 

~~Cll~JO~[E:[) ~~E2U1~~~@JT[L[) ~OT !fO[I{ Trull 
sa~rc~nisll'll 

Entertainment 

Friday Evening: Live Music from 
members of local band 

CAST IRON SHORES 

t£ver Cb1109in9 ~e11/ c2Jles Over 200 
so f11r! 
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B i rd in Hand 
North StreetBall ■ bury 

(01722) 327238 

A w a,1im w et~am e /1iam ?1t tke & fla 

(;, 

REAL ALE. BAR FOOD 

DARTS BAR 6AME.S POOL 

MUSIC NIGHTS 

IRISH MUSIC &. DISCOS 

(Continued from page JO) 

Winterfest, as yet a mere fledgling, will grow and in twenty years we 
will be proudly celebrating its majority. All this and brewery trips too! 
So, was there a coup at cloisters? No. Neither was there a revolution. 
What we are part of is a natural evolution, part of the process of ma­
turing. This branch has demonstrated it has an ability to reflect the 
changing needs of its members and this should secure its future if it is 
coupled with the energy commitment and direction of the membership. 

(Continued from page 9) 

minutes I left. A glutton for punishment I returned, expecting another 
twenty minutes of silence. Within seconds of entering the bar someone 
said hello and by the time I left I felt I was leaving a friendly locals pub. 
I'm not sure what will happen when I return, but it does seem that the 
British way is to ignore the one off visitor; but give persistent visitors a 
chance. It made me wonder how welcoming we might appear to visi­
tors to our area. Not everyone drinkig coffee and wearing an M&S suit 
is a copper or a rep. And if they are there's no harm in saying hello . 
Who knows, if they like your local they may come back when they s:an 
and try the beer! 

12 

Travellers Welcome? 
Travelling around the south of the country I am in the position to 
see quite a few pubs, even if I am unable to sample their beers dur­
ing the working day. I travel extensively and love dropping in for a 
coffee or soft drink if time allows. My employment is such that a 
suit and tie is required, together with the obligatory mobile phone. 
During my travels I recently had cause to be in a large port in the 
west of England. I called in to a little pub that took my fancy. This 
pub will not feature in any GBG as it stocks no real ale or cider. It is 
one of those pubs where strangers are served at arms length and 
anyone wearing a suit is deemed to be police until proved otherwise. 
I had first visited this pub about three months before. The cigarette 
machine was being replaced, as well as the front door glass. After I 
was served conversation gradually resumed and after about twenty 

I 

(Continued on page I 2) 

TH.£~ 01E,VI.Z,E_S, INN 
,,.., ,, ) 1 

HOPBACK 6FB &. SUMMER LI6HTNIN6 

DRAU6HT BASS 

SUNDAY LUNCHES iQ EXTENSIVE WINE LIST 

(FULL MENU AVAILABLE 12 -4 P.M.) 

I 

EN SUITE B & B * TOURIST BOARD APPROVED 

OUTSIDE BARS tt FUNCTION ROOM 
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BREWERS OF TRADITIONAL 
CASK CONDITIONED BEERS 

The Old Mill 
Netheravon 

(01980) 670631 

Regular Beers 

Benchmark 3.5% ABV 
Pigswill 4.0% ABV 

Best Bitter 4.1 % ABV 
Old Smokey 5.0% ABV 

Danish Dynamite 5.0% ABV 

Seasonal Beers 

Sign of Spring 4.6% ABV 
(March - May) 

Second to None 4.6% ABV 
(June - August) 

Stig Swig 5.0% ABV 
(Sept. - Nov.) 

Rudolph 5.0% ABV 
(December - January) 

Coup at Cloisters? 
On May 6 th at Cloisters in Salisbury the branch AGM wa s held . It is no 
secret that a lot of members anticipated some changes to the old order, 
and it is possible that a few people were concerned that some kind of 
take-over was going to happen. As the evening progressed it became 
obvious that those attending were all open to change and willing to ac­
cept the will of the majority. 
Salisbury and South Wilts Branch has been around a long time and 
has achieved much. For twenty years or so this has been orga nised 
with the able assistance and energy of Pete Wood as Chairman. We 
welcome Ian Turner to the Chair and hope his term of office enables 
the committee and branch to build on the firm founda tions tha t a re in 
place. The new committee welcomes back a couple of old members as 
well as introducing some new blood. As you will see the branch diary 
lists a wealth of forthcoming events both locally and nationa lly. Our 
new Social Secretary, and ex chairman, Pete is firing on all cylinders. 
The Beerex is now of age and going from strength to strength . The 

(Conlinued on page 12) 
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A fine range of 
distinctive traditional beers 

4.3% 
A Beautifully Coloured, 

Beautifully Balanced 
Premium Bitter 

3.8% 
A good honest Session Bitter, 

Full of Flavour 

4,3% 
Pale in Colour, 

Bittersweet Character with 
a Spicey finish 

4.0¾ 
Light Refreshment, 

from Barley, Wheat and 
Goldings 

4.8% 
Strong, Dark, Rich 
and Mysterious: 
A Masterpiece! 

Available at Real Free Houses in 
The Nadder & Wylye Valleys. 

' THE SMALL BREWERY WITH THE BIG TASTE' 
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B i rd in Hand 
North StreetBall ■ bury 

(01722) 327238 

A w a,1im w et~am e /1iam ?1t tke & fla 

(;, 

REAL ALE. BAR FOOD 

DARTS BAR 6AME.S POOL 

MUSIC NIGHTS 

IRISH MUSIC &. DISCOS 

(Continued from page JO) 

Winterfest, as yet a mere fledgling, will grow and in twenty years we 
will be proudly celebrating its majority. All this and brewery trips too! 
So, was there a coup at cloisters? No. Neither was there a revolution. 
What we are part of is a natural evolution, part of the process of ma­
turing. This branch has demonstrated it has an ability to reflect the 
changing needs of its members and this should secure its future if it is 
coupled with the energy commitment and direction of the membership. 

(Continued from page 9) 

minutes I left. A glutton for punishment I returned, expecting another 
twenty minutes of silence. Within seconds of entering the bar someone 
said hello and by the time I left I felt I was leaving a friendly locals pub. 
I'm not sure what will happen when I return, but it does seem that the 
British way is to ignore the one off visitor; but give persistent visitors a 
chance. It made me wonder how welcoming we might appear to visi­
tors to our area. Not everyone drinkig coffee and wearing an M&S suit 
is a copper or a rep. And if they are there's no harm in saying hello . 
Who knows, if they like your local they may come back when they s:an 
and try the beer! 

12 

Travellers Welcome? 
Travelling around the south of the country I am in the position to 
see quite a few pubs, even if I am unable to sample their beers dur­
ing the working day. I travel extensively and love dropping in for a 
coffee or soft drink if time allows. My employment is such that a 
suit and tie is required, together with the obligatory mobile phone. 
During my travels I recently had cause to be in a large port in the 
west of England. I called in to a little pub that took my fancy. This 
pub will not feature in any GBG as it stocks no real ale or cider. It is 
one of those pubs where strangers are served at arms length and 
anyone wearing a suit is deemed to be police until proved otherwise. 
I had first visited this pub about three months before. The cigarette 
machine was being replaced, as well as the front door glass. After I 
was served conversation gradually resumed and after about twenty 

I 

(Continued on page I 2) 

TH.£~ 01E,VI.Z,E_S, INN 
,,.., ,, ) 1 

HOPBACK 6FB &. SUMMER LI6HTNIN6 

DRAU6HT BASS 

SUNDAY LUNCHES iQ EXTENSIVE WINE LIST 

(FULL MENU AVAILABLE 12 -4 P.M.) 

I 

EN SUITE B & B * TOURIST BOARD APPROVED 

OUTSIDE BARS tt FUNCTION ROOM 
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Bedwin Street 
Salisbury 

01722 327782 

,REAL ALES BEER GARDEN B & B 
POPULAR LUNCHTIME FOOD 

JAZZ 1st SUNDAY EVERY MONTH 

All reasons to visit 
The Royal George 

the friendly 'Country Pub ' in the City. 

Pool. I>arts Cri.b 

(Continued from page 7) 
ful people have taken over a moribund business, and brought it to life. Look at 
the Blackbird - once a no-hope back street boozer, now one of Salisbury's best 
real ale outlets - due to the enterprise of Joe Leonard and family. Look at the 
Dog at Chilmark, where an entrepreneurial attitude is improving profits daily -
not far from either Fovant or Teffontl Look at the Mill Arms at Dunbridge ( - in 
virtually the same situation as the Red Lion at West Dea.n, A sma.11 village with 
a railway station a.nd little else), - frequently packed. And, of c 
ourse, look at the Wyndham Arms - I'm sure John Gilbert did not envisage 
where he would end up today! 

So let's hear less of this nonsense of not making a profit because of the 
location. I appreciate times have been hard in the trade, and could yet be even 
harder, with the government failing to cut duty on beer, and intending to 
introduce lower drink/ drive limits, but there are still people around who want 
to buy into the trade, and if the pubs have failed to sell as pubs, it just 
underlines my point - they haven't tried hard enough to SELL. No, 1 don't 
possess a magic wand or have all the answers. Diversification, specialization, 
partnerships, any of these may lead to the landlord's crock of gold .. Darts or 
dinner, sports or music, conversation or cards, may attract some punters in, 
but at the end of the day, cracking good beer and efficient, welcoming 
service must surely be the major way to get people going back into pubs. 

Richard Godwin 
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BLACKBIRD INN 
CHURCHFIELDS 

01722 502828 

We re ./n 

rz'lie y'ootf (/Jeer yuide! 
~ 

DON'T FORGET! 

"THE DEATH OF PUFFING BILLY" BEER FESTIVAL 

10th, 11th, 12th July 1998 

~~Cll~JO~[E:[) ~~E2U1~~~@JT[L[) ~OT !fO[I{ Trull 
sa~rc~nisll'll 

Entertainment 

Friday Evening: Live Music from 
members of local band 

CAST IRON SHORES 

t£ver Cb1109in9 ~e11/ c2Jles Over 200 
so f11r! 
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~OMFETITION TIME 

Prize: Great British Beer Festival Tickets 
Using the initials CAMRA make up a witty sentence that 

involves 
a)beer b) no risk of prosecution if we publish it!! 

Entries to the Editor by July 17th. Please in­
clude name address and telephone number. 

Rules: 1) EDITORS DECISION IS FINAL •• 
2) ANY ENTRY MAY BE PUBLISHED 

Example Courage and mildness rules apathy. 

.J _j" 

t;;·~11~1r flfi°i' 
-.:;, ,.· '1l, • ~ 1~-: 
t 1,- • 1wi.,.\·nv i';t Hl' 
_I ~ • . f - i,'/!" -~~}fit 

The l)ovc I nu 

Serving traditional ales and guest beers. 
Wines, bottled beers and spirits. 

Full menu available. 

Live entertainment on occasion. 

Children welcome. 

Ample parking and large beer garden. 

Corton, Warminster, Wiltshire BA12 0SZ 
Tel: 01985 850109 Fax: 01985 851041 

and have since leased it out to tenants. The new tenants, Bob and 
Phyl, look set to making a successful job of keeping this valuable 
amenity profitable, supplying excellent Bunces beers and other chang­
ing guest ales. 

When pubs are sold, they must, by law, be sold as a pub, i.e. 
licensed premises. The only way round this is to make planning 
application to the local council for "change of use", prior to the sale. 

All of the closed pubs mentioned in the list above have made 
such applicafions. It is more profitable to sell a country pub as a 
dwelling rather than as a going concern these days! I accept that the 
owners are in business, and are fully justified in trying to maximise 
any (legal) profits they may make, but to remove such an amenity, to 
take the heart out of a village, is a quick way to kill that village off. 

The reason that all these pubs put forward for their reason for 
wanting change in their applications? - Not viable . This to me, means 
that, no matter how much they tried, (in some cases, not at all!) they 
have proved themselves not capable of running the right sort of venture 
in this most demanding of occupations. It is NOT the pub that isn't 
viable - but the landlords. Sorry to some of them for bringing an 
unpleasant fact to their attention, but examples abound where success-

(Continued on page 8) 

Marion and Chris Pitcher 
welcome you to 

,I q1ie g,efican. ~ ~ 
:::_.-::: f ,~ ..;;;:_; 
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ST APLEPORD, SALISBURY 
Telephone: 01722 790241 

Home-cooked foods 
*** 

Traditional Real 
Ales 
*** 

Large garden 
good childrens play 

area 
>:C** 

Families welcome 
Special chilclrens 

menu 
*** 

Old.friendly, comfortable pub with warming inglenook and staff 
Excellent value for money. Special offers on pitcher of ale 
Otter and Ringwood Ales served regularly+ weekly guests 
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BUCKING THE TREND IN ENFORD 

Black Horse 
Poplar Inn 
Red Lion 
Wheatsheaf 

Teffont 
Fovant 

West Dean 
Figheldean 

Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
Closed 
- and all the others 

that have gone 

Villagers in Enford, North of Amesbury, have reversed a • 
national and regional trend, in managing to keep their village "local" 
open. The Swan, a traditional pub with thatch and oak beams, and a 
unique pub sign, was put on the market by its owners, and it was 
feared that it would follow the fate of the Wheatsheaf. The same people 
had owned the Wheatsheaf in neighbouring Figheldean. Despite a 
vigorous fight by Figheldean's villagers, with support from CAMRA, the 
Wheatsheaf was closed recently, sold off and is now a dwelling. 

Enford people joined forces with Stig Anderson of Bunces 
Brewery to purchase the Swan from the outgoing owners. The co­
operative group have formed a Company, holding the deeds to the pub, 
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The Cuckoo Inn at Hamptworth is a 
warm, friendly and traditional pub 

run by the Proudley family. 

Situated just to the north of the New 
Forest boudary accessible from the 

A36 at Landford. 

It is well known for providing a good 
selection of beers, i.ei Hop back, Pots etc .. , all served straight from the 

barrel. The Cuckoo also serves excellent food and snacks. 

Children and dogs are welcome and can be accommodated within the 
enclosed gardenthat surrounds this pleasant English pub. 

Private garden with barbecue and Petanque terrains available 
by arrangement. 

Large and small private func,tions can be catered for at your choice of 
venue. 

Hamptworth, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 2DU 

O,a11~A 0/a,y 
Wednesday 10th June 
Centre 

Open Branch meeting 8pm Salisbury Arts 

Thursday 11th June Stig owner and brewer extraordinaire 
from Bunces will be at the BEEREX receiving awards for Rudolph. 2nd 
overall at the Winterfest and also first in the Seasonal entries. 

fhurs Fri Sat 11th 12th 13th June Salisburys world famous 
Beerex. Don't miss the celebrations. 21 years of committed drinking!! 

Wednesday 17th June 
19:30 

Tisbury Brewery trip. Trains at 19:01 and 

Sunday 28th June East Dorset CAMRA at the Bull at Down-
ton 12 MD for Sunday Lunch social 

Sat 18th July Berbecue and Petanque at the Cuckoo at 
Hamptworth £3.00 per body. Bus to be arranged departing 18:30 hrs 

Sunday 12th July Pork Pie Cup and Shield Chaffyn Grove 
School (Afternoon) 
Saturday 8th August Great British Beer Festival. meet Salis-
bury Railway Station 09 00 hrs 

. OTHER FORTHCOMING ATTRACTIONS 

Wadworth Brewery Trip 
Portsmouth Beer Festival 
Skittles eve~ing 

Date to be arranged 
Date to be notified (August) 
Swan at Staford Date to be announced 

For further information, as well as updating and booking 
please contact Pete (Social Secretary) on Salisbury 501481 

Pete is also keen to here of any other activities planned lo­
cally 
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WIG and QUILL 
NEW STREET SALISBURY 

A warm welcome from Gordon and his staff I 

BEER GARDEN I 

ALES FROM THE WOOD I 

GUE.ST ALES I 
/111 e~t ~ D6 ~-µtted 'teal, aie4 

A Mild May 
It may have been unseasonably warm but this is not about the weather. May is the 
month chosen by CAMRA for a nationwide promotion of one of Britain' s traditional 
ale styles, mild. This promotion is supported by many breweries, wholesalers and •pub­
licans all over the country. 
Many people think that milds are dark and weak, although a large number are, this is 
not necessarily the case with the name just meaning that the beer is mildly hopped . 
Taylor' s Golden Best (recently featured at Salisbury Winterfest) is a good example of a 
light mild andSarah Hughes Original Dark Ruby Mild (best strong beer at Salisbury 
Beerex) is a classic example of a strong mild. 
Although mild is widely available and a good seller in some regions such as the North­
West, West Midlands and East Anglia it is rarely seen in the pubs of Salisbury. How­
ever during May at least two of our local freehouses have offered a variety of milds. At 
the Blackbird I have sampled Bateman' s Dark Mild and Crouch Vale Dark but missed 
the light mild from Moor Brewery as it sold out too quickly! At the Village I imbibed 
Bateman' s (again), Everard ' s Old Bill's Mild andCoach House Gunpowder Strong 
Mild. All these milds were excellent and have proved extremely popular. 
The next time you see a mild on a pub bar why not try some? It is not only an impor­
tant part of our brewing heritage but can be a full flavoured and pleasant drink. 
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Ray - Julie - Kevin - A Warm Welcome Always 

JfO§SJ-f'E.Jt1J 
GOOD ALES GOOD 

Wilton Road FOOD 
Salisbury 

WADWORTH 7 Days a 

6X Tel(01722)500955 week 

'ENJOY 51:NE 
Bookings 

BREW XI Taken 
BASS WINES 

continued from page 4 

The other bar we heard about was in Dublin and called Lyons Brewery. It was a large 
room with several pool tables, big wooden tables with bench seats and ricketty old din­
ing chairs as well as a raised area for a band. This place had atmosphere as well as 
beer. Instead of being served in jugs your had to go over to the bar andsurvey the long 
row of pumps on the back wall. Again all the beer styles were there and we made our 
way through several different bitters and red beers. Once more all of the beers were 
kegged and served on electric pumps, with miniature hand pumps as the tap. There 
was one real pump, used for Real Ales that they sometimes sell, with a warning of the 
effects Real Ale can have on your insides if you are not used to it. They had sold vari­
ous American real ales, and guest ales from 'England' such as Ffelinfoel(! !) 
My verdict: America has a long way to go to match our beer, but they are making 
strides in the right direction. It is great to have such a selection to choose from, and 
they probably reflect the the strong ancestral ties Americans are so proud of. I find all 
the beers have an underlying american flavour which could be the hops or malt. But 
when it 's that or a choice of Bud, Bud light, Bud ice ,Molsen .. ... etc ... etc .. then there 
reall y is no choice. 
Pride of place was taken by two fonts, selling,,Guinness and Harp lager. So you can get 
Guinness in Dublin. Hilary Bird 
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From our Roving Reporter 
A report in from Hilary Bird, recently elected committee member. Her activities within 
CAMRA had been noted by the powers that be, and she was subsequently sent abroad 
in the service of Her Majesty. While embroiled in her operation her mind turned to 
beer. ( Now that's what I call dedicated) and this is what she wrote: 

Guinness in Dublin 
So what, you say, why not Guinness in Park Royal? But this is Dublin California and 
after several trips to the USA looking for the famed beer revolution I finally found it. 
On arrival in Pleasanton, about fifteen miles East of San Francisco we heard that there 
were two multi ale bars an easy drive from the hotel. They were both about fifteen 

. minutes walk away, but in opposite directions so a pub crawl was out. The one in 
Pleasanton, called the Hop Garden, or something like that was mainly a food place but 
had about fifty beers chalked around the walls. Every imaginable beer style was there, 
stouts, milds, German white beer, German smoked beer, Czech Pilsner etc,etc .. We 
tried a ·selection, smoked beer, red mountain beer and a black beer, all were palatable 
and slipped down quickly. 
As they are kegged there is no problem stocking such a large range and people had 
travelled miles to visit, so turnover is good. My favourite here was the smoked beer 
which had a taste of well smoked bacon and would have gone well with a decent 
cheese, another delicacy hard to find in the US. continued on page 
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The Village Freehouse 
Wilton Rd - Salisbury 

(01722) 329707 
A Se/ectio11 of Quality Cask Ales from Local 

Brewers i11c/udillg 

II 

Abbey Ales Bellringer Oakhill Best 
Oakhill Mendip Gold Adnams Oyster Stout 

Guest Real Ales 

FREE THE VILLAGE HOUSE 

Real Sausages 
Pork, Kangaroo, Chicken, Herb, 
Dorset Scrumpy and others from 
The Sausage Station. 

A Friendly Welcome Awaits You 
Sunday Night is Quiz Night 

N~ Downstairs at 
\l;)i<::ii~~ The Village 

Jugs of Ale 
straight from the Cask 

Darts Board 
Room to Ilire 

Good Beer 

1~-------------~ 
Good Atmosphere 

~I, 
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lENGJLK§H AJLlE§ 

§COTTK§H MlEA§URlE§ 

KRK§H CRAKC 

AU at the 

DEACON'S ALMS 

fli§HlERTON §TRlElET 

PL.U<z> •p.. Wf\12-M W£.U:.OM£. F\2-0M Fiz.ANI(, ANNI£. ('.ND <z>TP..ff 

WeJ ve,; Ulv thet Good,; 13eev Gu£d0 

f,. • -..,,,\ During the next few issues I will try and per-

focu40 n ) suade the committee members_ to _introduce 
;,~, , themselves to our readers. This time you get 

'-.. two for the price of one, with our illustrious 
The New ,., chairma~ and myself. Let us see what the au-

Committee tumn bnngs. 

As newly elected press and publicity officer for your local branch I 
feel that I should introduce myself. Hello, I'm Steve and I have lived 
in Salisbury for about eleven years, working in Spinal Injuries. 
Although I am a relatively new member of CAMRA I have sup-

ported the campaign aims for many years, and am old enough to re­
member the keg threat to our beer. I have lived in many different 
pa1is of the country and consumed enough beer to keep even Gordon 
Brown happy. 
1 do not pretend to be a brewer or publican or even an expert on 

(Conlinued on page 18) 
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(Continued from page 17) 

their product, except in one way. I like beer that tastes good, is properly 
served and hits my taste buds as the brewer intended. 
I believe the Barrel Organ gives all of you interested in the important 
things in life a chance to share ideas and suggestions and I welcome 
your contributions. 
A lot is happening at this time of year and the call of the family holiday 
is strong. A letter to the Barrel Organ telling of your treasured mo­
ments in bars and pubs is always welcome, especially by an overworked 
editor. Humour is apreciated, but not mandatory. 
Salisbury has a thriving local branch, and our new Social Secretary is 
working flat out to bring new and old ideas for a day or evening out to 
you, so support the events, support the branch, and have a really great 
summer. See you there. • 

THE BULL IN FISHERTON STREET 
IS AT IT AGAIN! 

$ . 
< 

TRY THE 
AARDVARK JUGGLE 

~ . 
; ,f . 

ON SATURDAY NIGHTS FROM 7.00 

18 

BUY A 4 PINT JUG OF BITTER OR LAGER AND ONLY PAY FOR 3. 

TRY DRINKING IT ON OUR NEWLY DESIGNED DRINKING PATIO. 

THIS IS A CAMRAA PROMOTION. 
(THE CAMPAIGN FOR REAL AARDVARKS). 

(Conrinuedfro111 page I) 

owned by Enterprise Inns their tied houses are free to buy beers from the national 
brewers such as Courage and Bass. But why should they want to buy beers like 
Theakston XB (didn't you know it is now owned by Courage) or Courage Best? 
Because they are cheap is the answer. The 1;1ational brewers don't brew beer to 
please the palate but more to please the pocket - not yours but theirs, the distribu­
tors and of course the licensee. If he can buy beer for £40 less per barrel he will 
and you will lose the chance to quaff quality beers from independent breweries. 
The decline of the country pub is an issue close to all our hearts and in recent 
times this Branch alone has seen the demise of some excellent rural houses. We 
believe that the village pub plays a vital role in the community and will continue 
to support those in our area. As one of the issues CAMRA members care about 
we will go on campaigning to prevent unnecessary closures. CAMRA fights for 
consumer rights - your right to drink quality ales from independent breweries -
your right to drink a full pint of beer - your right to pay a fair rate of excise duty 

Puroce Leopold 
~ 

In the Restaurant, in the Bar 
or by the River in our Garden, 

you can relax in our warm atmosphere. 
....__. 

We offer an extensive menu using only 
selected fresh food. 

Real Ale and Good Wine. 
We constantly strive to maintain 

our reputation. 
En-suite Accommodation available 

....__. 

The Prince Leopold 
Upton Lovell 

Tel: 01985 850460 

You can help in this fight 
by joining us and taking 
part in all the activities we 
organise which include 
brewery trips, cycle rides to 
some of South Wiltshire's 
best pubs, beer festivals and 
much more. 

And finally, to those of you 
who are reading this at 
Beerex I should like to of­
fer you a warm and sincere 
welcome to Salisbury's 21" 
annual festival and hope 
that you have a stonkin' 
good time. Don't forget 
that if you are not already a 
CAMRA I'vlember you can 
pick up a leaflet and join 
TODAY (at a discount). 
Ian Turner 
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For your information : 

At present, Barrel Organ is published Quarterly, entirely by unpaid volunteers. It is 
distributed free to over 70 pubs, clubs and other institutions in the area. If you wish 
to receive copies, or to place advertisements, contact the editor. (A small charge may 
be made for postal deliveries). 

We would love to have articles, news, comments, puzzle entries, 
etc., from you. • Please send to : 

Ediior: Steve Korbey 
113 Wilton Rd Tel 01722 500680 
Salisbury 
SP2 7HY e-mail korbey@msn.com 

• The editor reserves the right to to edit all contributions 

For other CAMRA business : 
Branch Contact is 

Mike Bird 
01722 333839 

CAMRA:,s 
Aims 

We aim to 

1'81 maintain consumer rights 

frii1 promote quality, choice 
~ and value for money 

1ca1 support the public house 

frii1 and campaign for greater 
~ appreciation of traditional 

beers, ciders and perries 

We welcome new members! Why not join? 

CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, ALI 4LW 
Tel: 01727 867201 Fax: 01727 867670 
E-ma il: camra@camra.org.uk 

--------------· 
Why isn't your 

name HERE? 
Advertise in Barrel Or­

gan, get your name 
known and support 

CAMRA. 

Contact Steve Korbey 
01722 500680 

1/4 page £10, 1/2 page £18, 
full page £35 per edition. Back 

cover £70 

Discount for booking more 
than one edition at a time . 

.. _ -------------

M 

~ ~ 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Editor, CAMRA or Salisbury & 
South Wiltshire Branch ofCAMRA. © Salisbury & South Wiltshire Branch 3/98. 

Annual General Meeting 61h May 

The meeting, held at Cloisters, resulted in the election of the following 
members to the committee: 
Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Membership Secretary 
Press/Publicity 
Pub Preservation 
Social Secretary 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Ian Turner 
Mike Bird 
Richard Godwin 
Pauline Godwin 
Steve Korbey 
Mike Woolf 
Pete Wood 
Hilary Bird 
Jim Battensby 

I will be approaching members of the committee in the near fuhtr~ to 
ask each of them to contribute a short article for the Barrel Organ as a 
way of us all getting to know them a little better. Reticent committee 
members should note that in the absence of their contribution the editor 
might resort to total fabrication. If this happens neither CAMRA nor 
anyone but the editor will be responsible. 
Richard Godwin is looking forward to the assistance of Andrew Hes­
keth with the accounts. Many thanks for volunteering Andrew! 
We look forward to serving the cause to the best of our ability 
throughout the year. 
As I am responsible for the press and publicity for the branch at present 
I would like to remind you all to keep me informed as soon as possible 
about any events in the local area, or further afield that may be of 
interest. 
See page 2 for a contact number and e-mail address. 
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Back Chat - Your Chance to get even/I 

So you made it to the back page, and probably consider that you have done 
your bit. Are you going to come to all the events and activities that are on of­
fer? Are you going to complete the application form and join CAMRA? Realisti­
cally the probability is that you wont, and if you are already a member you will 
attend the odd meeting and keep quiet. You probably will attend the Beerex, 
and leave full of fine ales and intentions. The good news is that most people are 
like you, you are not alone. The not so good news is that other people are tak­
ing advantage of this They are attending functions and meetings, networking 
with like minded souls and planning your future . And, because we are demo­
cratic, all this is done in your interest. Much was made recently of the low 
tum out in local elections and yet about thirty to fifty percent of voters made 
the effort. At the AGM in May less than ten percent turned out. You don't need 
a degree in astrophysics to work out that six percent of the branch member­
ship is ufficient to vote through a change that potentially the remainder of the 
branch don't want. So JOIN UP, TURN UP and DRINK UP. That way you can 
make your views known. 

JOIN CAMRA TODAY 

Fill in the form and send ·it with a cheque (payable to CAMRA Ltd.) 
to: 
Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans HERTS 
AL14LW. 

Rates: Single £14 Joint £17 

Name(s) ................................................ ................ . 

Address ............................................................................................ . 

, ... ......... . ............................................ . . Postcode ...................... . 
;I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by its 
rules. 
Signature .................................................. . 

1Date ......................................................... . 
! 
' Salisbury and South Wilts Branch BOSummer 98 
i Barrel Organ 

20 

BARREL 

r&ORGAN 
Salisbury & South Wiltshire Campaign for Real Ale 

Summer 1998 Circulation 1000 FREE Newsletter 
·• 

Branch elects new Chairman 
Why on earth would anyone volunteer to be Chairman of the local branch of 
CAMRA? Well I'll tell you .... because it's easier than being Secretary. I was 
thrown in at the deep end last year when the branch found itself without a Sec­
retary and as no-one seemed to want the job I was persuaded to take it on. 
Now, six months on, the problem is - how do you get out of it? No-one wanted 
the job in the first place and that is not going to change while there is some fool 
already doing it so the only way to get yourself out is to offer yourself for an­
other post and, you've guessed, with a vacancy for Chairman this was my escape 
route. 

I have a hard act to follow as I replace Pete Wood who has been Branch Chair­
man for the last twenty years (you get less for murder) "Thank-you Pete for 
moulding one of the best small branches of CAMR.J-\ in the country". Pete 
knows all there is to know about things CAMRA and I have a lot to learn. The 
good thing about this is that the Branch's calendar will no doubt be looking up 
as Pete throws himself into his new role as Social Secretary!! 

My aim is to raise the profile of CAMR.J-\ in and around Salisbury, to attract 
more new members and ensure we all enjoy our hobby. You may feel that 
CAMR.J\ has lost its raison d'etre in that there is an abundance of real ale every­
where, but let's take a look at that real ale. Since our local brewer Gibbs Mew 
ceased brewing last year their beers have been contracted out to other breweries. 
The quality has suffered and, no doubt, so have the sales. Personally I believe 
that their Salisbury bitter was some of the best beer to come out of the brewery 
just before it closed and I have not tasted such beer since. Now that they are 

(Continued on page 3) 

Pub regularly selling short measures?- Contact Wiltshire Trading Standards 50 Bedwin St Salisbury 
(01722) 328367 




